


explanation for these releases; who ordered them; where the water went and why it was 
released. To date, the Bureau has not responded to the sub-Committee's request. 

While Reclamation focuses on taxpayer funded toilet upgrades and massive subsidies for 
outrageously expensive recycling and desalination programs, future plans for surface water 
storage are mired in bureaucratic paralysis. Reclamation has a stated goal of reducing 
human consumption by 840,000 acre feet of water by September of next year, but no 
similar projection for the expansion of water supplies in the near future. Not only does the 
Administration chart a course towards reducing, rather than expanding water supplies, it 
proposes to accelerate this end by removing existing dams, such as the four hydro-electric 
dams on the Klamath. 

Recently, legislation has been introduced calling for for various new reservoirs and 
improvements to existing reservoirs, if deemed feasible by the Bureau. These feasibility 
studies have been going on for over a decade and there's a reason for that. One, Biological 
Opinions on Delta smelt and salmon have a negative and costly impact on the movement of 
water delivered from these storage projects. Two" the endless studies and conditions 
imposed on these facilities automatically render the most of the existing projects infeasible, 
particularly the larger and more meaningful ones. Unless the underlying laws and 
regulatory actions imposing these conditions are dramatically reformed, these bills are 
merely empty promises that will not be fulfilled. 

The Power Marketing Administrations are tasked with selling hydropower generated at 
federal dams. For many decades, this power resource has generally been the lowest cost 
resource in customer energy portfolios. This is changing. 

For example, under this coming fiscal year, Central Valley Project ratepayers will now pay 
above-market-rates due to surcharges imposed by the Central Valley Project Improvement 
Act Restoration Fund. Meanwhile, the Western Area Power Administration has increased 
its staffing and travel costs, all of which will be absorbed by ratepayers. 

In addition, a third of the hydropower rates in the Pacific Northwest are related to 
endangered fish costs. 

If anything good can come of the drought in the west, it is that the public is slowly 
awakening to the damage done by these policies, and is beginning to understand the 
desperate need for new water storage and the reasons storage cannot proceed under 
current law. 

It is the duty of Congress to change those laws and policies so that a new era of water 
storage and hydroelectricity can proceed. 
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